AGENDA
MONDAY, SEPT. 21

Day 1: Places People Love
Self-Paced: Virtual Tour of Tallahassee’s Street Art

3:00pm - 4:00pm: Current and Emerging Trends for Urbanists
- Lynn Richards, President and CEO - The Congress for the New Urbanism

4:00pm - 5:30pm: The Local Leaders Toolkit: A Strong Towns Response
to the Pandemic
- Chuck Marohn, PE, Founder and President - Strong Towns

5:45pm - 6:45pm: Better Block Social Hour
- A virtual tour of Better Block HQ and Parking Lot Plaza
- Krista Nightengale, Managing Director - The Better Block Foundation
- Kristin Leiber, Project Manager - The Better Block Foundation

TUESDAY, SEPT. 22

Day 2: Resilience and Adaptability
3:00pm - 4:00pm: Urbanism Post-COVID-19
- Andrés Duany, Co-founder - The Congress for the New Urbanism and DPZ
CoDesign

4:30 pm - 5:30pm: Rebuilding Panama City After Hurricane Michael
- Eric Pate, Senior Planner - City of Panama City, Florida

5:45pm - 6:45pm: Nolen Medal Award Social Hour
- Dr. Bruce Stephenson, Professor and Author - Rollins College
- John Nolen Medal Award
- Updates from CNU Florida and Regional Groups

AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23

Day 3: University Perspectives
Self-Paced: Virtual tour of Florida State University

Self-Paced: Virtual tour of Florida A&M University

4:30pm - 5:30pm: Planning and Building Reflective Space
- Dr. Jillian M. Volpe White, Program Director - Florida State University
- Mark Bertolami, Director of Facilities Planning - Florida State University

5:45pm - 6:45pm: Generational Perspectives: Networking Social Hour
- Networking with students and young professionals

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24

Day 4: The Block, The Street, The Building
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm: Building Types Post-COVID-19
- Andrés Duany, Co-founder - The Congress for the New Urbanism and DPZ
CoDesign

4:30pm - 5:30pm: Complete Streets featuring Clematis Street
- Ana Maria Aponte, City Urban Designer - City of West Palm Beach
- Allison Justice, Deputy Director – West Palm Beach Community
Redevelopment Agency

5:45pm - 6:45pm: UnVacant Lot Social Hour
- UnVacant Lot Design Competition - Live Event!

AGENDA
FRIDAY, SEPT. 25

Day 5: Local Perspectives
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm: Pivoting in Unprecedented Times: When Shift
Happens
- Elizabeth Emmanuel, CEO - Tallahassee Downtown Improvement
Authority

4:30pm - 5:30pm: Creative Placemaking for Rural Communities
- Kenny Thompson, City Planner - City of Thomasville
- Haile McCollum, Owner/Creative Director - Fontaine Maury

5:45pm - 6:45pm: Statewide Party with The Leftovers
- Live music by The Leftovers
The Leftovers is a band from Thomasville, Georgia that plays a wide
variety of blues, soul, rock, and even some Hip Hop/R&B

AICP Continuing Education Credits Available

For more information, email cnu.tallahassee@gmail.com
Presentations are subject to change.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Lynn Richards

President and CEO - The Congress for the New Urbanism
Lynn Richards is President and CEO of the Congress for the New Urbanism.
Previously, Richards had a long and distinguished career at the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), holding multiple leadership roles over 13 years including
Acting Director and Policy Director in the Office of Sustainable Communities. She
worked with dozens of state and local governments to implement placemaking
approaches by developing policies, urban design strategies, and environmental
solutions for vibrant, prosperous neighborhoods. Additionally, she produced
groundbreaking research on water and land use strategies.

Chuck Marohn

Founder and President - Strong Towns
Charles Marohn - known as "Chuck" to friends and colleagues - is the Founder and
President of Strong Towns and the author of Strong Towns: A Bottom-Up Revolution
to Rebuild American Prosperity. He is a Professional Engineer (PE) licensed in the
State of Minnesota and a land use planner with two decades of experience. He holds
a bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering and a Master of Urban and Regional
Planning, both from the University of Minnesota. Marohn is also the lead author of
Thoughts on Building Strong Towns — Volume 1, Volume 2 and Volume 3 — as well
as the author of A World Class Transportation System. He hosts the Strong Towns
Podcast and is a primary writer for Strong Towns’ web content. He has presented
Strong Towns concepts in hundreds of cities and towns across North America. He is
featured in the documentary film Owned: A Tale of Two Americans, and was named
one of the 10 Most Influential Urbanists of all time by Planetizen. Marohn is a long
time commentator on KAXE Northern Community Radio. He currently co-hosts
KAXE's Dig Deep program, a monthly examination of public policy issues affecting
Minnesotans.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Krista Nightengale

Managing Director - The Better Block Foundation
Krista Nightengale began her career in journalism where she stumbled into the
fascinating world of urban design. She discovered the Better Block Foundation, an
international, urban design nonprofit that educates, equips, and empowers
communities and their leaders to reshape and reactivate built environments to
promote the growth of healthy and vibrant neighborhoods. At the Better Block,
Krista works to help with its growth, spread its story, and make the world a little
better by working with communities to demonstrate how wonderful
walkable/bikeable districts are through the use of digital fabrication and great
design. Find out more at betterblock.org.

Kristin Leiber

Project Manager - The Better Block Foundation
Kristin Leiber made a career in both public and private accounting as a CPA prior to
her work in placemaking. Driven to get out from behind the spreadsheets and into
doing, she transitioned to project management by working with social impact groups,
nonprofit ventures, and for-profit startups in North Texas. She helped develop a
variety of fledgling community-focused ventures including an upscale hostel;
Startup Week Dallas, a free week-long conference geared towards startup
enthusiasts; an urban consumer waste recycling company; and a financial services
firm. At Better Block, she connected with places as much as she did with people,
helping guide successful projects by working with city leadership, designers,
volunteers, and community representatives to change their built environment. It was
through her placemaking work at the Better Block Foundation that she has been able
to bring all parts of her financial and operating background together to create
impactful change in communities across the world.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Andrés Duany

Co-founder - The Congress for the New Urbanism and DPZ CoDesign
Andrés Duany is a founding principal at Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company (DPZ). DPZ is widely
recognized as a leader of New Urbanism, an international movement that seeks to end suburban
sprawl and urban disinvestment. His recent publications include The New Civic Art and Suburban
Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream. He is a founder of Congress
for the New Urbanism. Established in 1993 with the mission of reforming urban growth patterns.
Duany received his undergraduate degree in architecture and urban planning from Princeton
University, and after a year of study at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, he received a master’s
degree in architecture from the Yale School of Architecture. He has been awarded several
honorary doctorates, the Brandeis Award for Architecture, the Thomas Jefferson Memorial
Medal of Architecture, the Vincent J. Scully Prize for exemplary practice and scholarship in
architecture and urban design from the National Building Museum, the Seaside Prize for
contributions to community planning and design from the Seaside Institute, and the Richard H.
Driehaus Prize for exemplary work in keeping with the principles of classicism, including
sensitivity to the historic continuum, the fostering of community, and the impact to the built and
natural environment in contemporary contexts.

Eric Pate

Senior Planner - City of Panama City, Florida
Eric Pate is an urban planner focused on fostering healthy relationships between the built and
natural environments. A graduate of the University of New Orleans, Eric studied recovery after
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans and southern Louisiana. After an internship with the Seaside
Institute, Eric helped found the Tallahassee Community Design Studio and worked to provide
non-profit neighborhood design assistance to various community stakeholders. As a park
planner with the Florida Park Service, he assisted with recovery planning efforts for a number of
state parks hit by Hurricane Irma that focused on rebuilding in a way that works with a changing
environment. Eric helped implement an updated form-based zoning code for the City of Cedar
Rapids, IA that sought to encourage responsible reinvestment within the city’s urban core after
two subsequent “once-in-a-lifetime” flooding events along the Cedar River. Eric’s current role of
Senior Planner with the City of Panama City provides an opportunity to shape the rebuilding of
an iconic American city after one of the most destructive natural disasters in recent memory.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Dr. Bruce Stephenson

Professor and Author - Rollins College
Bruce Stephenson is a planning consultant and a professor at Rollins College. His
2015 biography, John Nolen, Landscape Architect and City Planner, won the JB
Jackson book award. He recent work appears in Iconic Planned Communities and the
Challenge of Change, the upcoming Classicist. His forthcoming book, Stepping into
Portland’s Good Life: A Lesson in Sustainability, is due out late this year.

Dr. Jillian M. Volpe White

Program Director - Florida State University
Dr. Jillian M. Volpe White serves as director of strategic planning and assessment in
the office of the vice president for student affairs at Florida State University. She also
serves as an adjunct instructor in the Department of Educational Leadership & Policy
Studies and has taught in the Undergraduate Certificate in Leadership Studies. Jillian
has more than 10 years of experience in community engagement and leadership
development in curricular, co-curricular, and community contexts. She received her
doctorate of philosophy degree in Higher Education, master’s degree in Higher
Education, and undergraduate degree in Mass Media Studies from Florida State
University. She recently co-authored a book titled Thinking to Transform: Reflection
in Leadership Learning and the companion manual Thinking to Transform:
Facilitating Reflection in Leadership Learning.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Mark Bertolami

Director of Facilities Planning - Florida State University
Mark Bertolami, R.A. is the Director of Facilities Planning and Space Management at
Florida State University (FSU). For the past 35 years, he has led the planning efforts
at FSU, including the development and maintenance of the University’s Campus
Master Plan as well as the architectural programming for every major project during
that time. He and his team develop the University’s annual capital budgeting and
expenditure plans as well as manage and track the University’s 14 million square
feet of space. A native Floridian, Mark holds an undergraduate degree in architecture
from the University of Miami and a masters degree in urban planning from Florida
State University.

Ana Maria Aponte

City Urban Designer - City of West Palm Beach
Ana Maria Aponte, AICP, has been practicing planning for the public sector for over
20 years, initially at the National and local level in Colombia, and since 2003 at the
local level for the City of West Palm Beach in Florida. As the City’s Urban Designer,
she has been responsible for the implementation of the Downtown Master Plan, a
form-based code that has guided the successful redevelopment of downtown West
Palm Beach. Ana Maria has participated in the design of public projects such as the
City Commons and waterfront park, and more recently the Clematis Street
streetscape redesign. Ana Maria has a degree in architecture from the University of
Los Andes in Colombia, and a Master in Development and Planning from the
University College London in England. She is currently teaching the Urban Design
Capstone at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Allison Justice

Deputy Director – West Palm Beach Community Redevelopment
Agency
Allison Justice is a certified Redevelopment Professional currently serving as the Deputy
Director of the West Palm Beach Community Redevelopment Agency. Allison has a Bachelor’s
Degree in Psychology from Kansas State University and a Master’s in Business from Florida
Atlantic University. Allison has overseen several major redevelopment projects in her 8 years
with Redevelopment Management Associates (RMA) and her 6 years with the West Palm Beach
CRA. As the project manager in Oakland Park, FL, she assisted the City in opening Funky Buddha
Brewery, which is one of the largest beer companies, by sales, in the state of Florida. In her
current role with the West Palm Beach CRA, Allison oversees budgets for the two West Palm
Beach CRA districts, which total over $42M annually. She has served as the CRA’s project
manager for major streetscape projects throughout Downtown West Palm Beach, including the
Clematis Streetscape and Banyan Boulevard Streetscape projects. She is passionate about
redevelopment through enhanced walkability, improved public spaces and regulations that are
driven by economics and good design practices that encourage urban development.

Elizabeth Emmanuel

CEO - Tallahassee Downtown Improvement Authority
Elizabeth Emmanuel is proud to be part of the team making downtown Tallahassee work better.
As the Chief Executive Officer of the Tallahassee Downtown Improvement Authority, she
advocates, promotes, and collaborates to further the mission. In the year and a half she’s been
in the position, she has expanded their signature events, worked closely with local government
on creative solutions to downtown issues, and grown Downtown’s social media and marketing
presence. Prior to stepping into the role at the TDIA, she served on the board, while working at
the Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce. She graduated Valedictorian from Mid-America
College with a bachelor’s degree in Mortuary Science. The experience she gained from a career
as a funeral director has informed her desire to build community and celebrate local history.
She is a board member for the Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra, The Governor’s Club of
Tallahassee, an alumna of Leadership Tallahassee Class 32, a past KCCI Catalyst and one of the
2020 “25 Women You Need To Know”. Fully committed to a small swath of the central corridor,
she lives downtown with her husband Christopher, and their son, Hal.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Kenny Thompson

City Planner - City of Thomasville
Kenneth is passionate about promoting “People First” design to bring about transformative
change – by enhancing the places we love and creating new development that brings
generational value to our communities. As the City Planner for Thomasville, he oversees all
planning related activities; including: Comprehensive Planning, Urban Design, Zoning, Code
Writing, Housing, Historic Preservation, and Grant Writing. From facilitating public design
charrettes to writing zoning codes to drafting streetscape details, Kenneth is intimately
involved in all aspects of the design process. He received his Masters Degree in City and
Regional Planning from the Georgia Institute of Technology, and also holds degrees in urban
design and landscape architecture. Before joining Team Thomasville, he worked in the
private sector as an urban design consultant for dozens of communities around the country.

Haile McCollum

Owner/Creative Director - Fontaine Maury
A creative leader for more than 25 years, Haile supercharges teams and brings focus to
marketing efforts. She can see patterns and connections and understands how to leverage a
sense of place and heritage to build beloved, recognizable and valuable brands. In 2015,
Haile and her small but mighty team at Fontaine Maury led the successful re-branding work
for Jekyll Island. In 2019, they worked with Explore Georgia to create a strategic, new brand
identity for the state of Georgia’s tourism efforts. Fontaine Maury has worked with many
iconic southern businesses including Flowers Foods, Blackberry Patch, Sweet Grass Dairy,
South Life, Tall Timbers and the WWII Homefront Museum. Fontaine Maury’s work builds
stronger communities, one brand partner at a time. Haile is also the Creative Director of
Thom, a bi-annual arts and culture magazine published by the Thomasville Center for the
Arts. She currently serves as a Planning and Zoning Commissioner in the City of
Thomasville, Georgia and is a trustee on the Archbold Memorial Hospital Board and the
Thomasville National Bank board of directors. Haile earned a BS in Human Development
from Vanderbilt University and an MFA in Graphic Design from SCAD.

SPONSORS
CNU Florida thanks you for your support of the Summit and the
Congress for the New Urbanism!

